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EARL OF LYTTON
1876-1880
ROBERT BULWER LYTTON, afterwards
Lord and Earl of Lytton, was born in Hertford Street,
Mayfair, on 8th November 1831, the only son of Edward
Bulwer, 1st Lord Lytton, by Rosina, daughter of Francis
Wheeler of Limrd Cornell, County Limerick. His family,
which had changed its name several times by marriage,
inherited the Knebworth estate in Hertfordshire from the
Robinsons in 1834; and his father, Edward Bulwer, a dis-
tinguished novelist and politician, was made a baronet in
1838 and a peer in 1866, after being Secretary of State for
the Colonies*
Lytton, who had shewn remarkable literary talents as
a boy, was educated at Harrow and at Bonn in Germany,
where he devoted himself to languages. At the age of
nineteen he went to Washington and later to Florence as
private secretary to his uncle, Sir Henry Bulwer, after-
wards Lord Bailing, the British Minister. There he was
a friend of the Brownings. He was then appointed a paid
attache in the Diplomatic Service, and served in succession
at a number of European posts, including St Petersburg
and Vienna. Lord Redesdale, speaking of the younger
members of the Foreign Service in those days, said that
two were/ac& principes, Julian Fane and Robert Lytton*
"Those two we neophytes worshipped as demigods." *
Like his father, Lytton was a clever writer. Before he
was thirty he had published, under the name of Owen
Meredith, two volumes of poems which made a considerable
impression in London, where he became a friend of Charles
Dickens and other literary lights, Nor were his talents
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